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Masuda,	Gonzalez,	Kwan	&	Nisbett (2008)
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Masuda,	Gonzalez,	Kwan	&	Nisbett (2008)
Horizons	are	significantly	higher	in	East	Asian	paintings	than	in	Western	paintings
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Masuda,	Gonzalez,	Kwan	&	Nisbett (2008)
Faces	relative	to	the	field	are	smaller	in	East	Asian	paintings	than	in	Western	paintings.



Masuda	&	Nisbett (2001)



Masuda	&	Nisbett (2001)
Japanese	participants	have	more	difficulty	than	U.S.	participants	recognizing	the	
stimulus	animal	with	changes	in	the	context.



Norenzayan,	Smith,	Kim	&	Nisbett (2006)

Flower	A Flower	B

Classification	Condition:	
asked	“which	group	the	
target	object	belongs	to.”	

Similarity	Judgment	
Condition:	asked	“which	
group	the	target	object	is	
most	similar	to.”



Norenzayan,	Smith,	Kim	&	Nisbett (2006)
“which	group	the	target	object	

belongs	to.”
“which	group	the	target	object	is	most	

similar	to.”



Kitayama,	Duffy,	Kawamura	&	Larsen	(2003)
Framed	Line	Task



Kitayama,	Duffy,	Kawamura	&	Larsen	(2003)
Japanese	participants	are	more	inaccurate	on	the	absolute	task	compared	to	the	
relative	task.
U.S.	participants	are	more	inaccurate	on	the	relative	task	compared	to	the	absolute	
task.



Hedden,	Ketay,	Aron,	Markus,	&	Gabrieli (2008)
East	Asian	participants	exert	more	attentional effort	than	U.S.	participants	on	the	
absolute	task.
U.S.	participants	exert	more	attentional effort	than	East	Asian	participants	on	the	
relative	task.



Markus	&	Kitayama (1991)
Individualists	posited	to	have	an	independent	view	of	self.
Collectivists	posited	to	have	an	interdependent	view	of	self.



Zhu,	Zhang,	Fan,	&	Hana	(2006)

• People	view	a	target	word:	self,	mother,	other	(Bill	Clinton	for	
Westerners	and	Rongji Zhu	for	Chinese)

• Then	they	judge	whether	an	adjective	is	descriptive	of	that	
target	word.

• They	do	this	task	in	a	scanner	measuring	fMRI.
• Previous	research	finds	that	heightened	medial	prefrontal	

cortex	(MPFC)	activation	is	associated	with	judgments	related	
to	the	self	(Craik et	al.,	1999;	Heatherton	et	al.,	2006;	Kelley	et	
al.,	2002;	Lieberman	et	al.,	2004;	Zhang	et	al.,	2006).



Zhu,	Zhang,	Fan,	&	Hana	(2006)
Self	minus	Other Self	minus	Mother



So	now	what?

• Cultural	differences	often	are	deep	not	just	superficial
– Basic	psychological	processes	may	vary	with	culture
– Educating	our	students	is	not	a	matter	of	changing	their	culture
– Many	decisions,	priorities,	values	may	be	affected	by	culture
– Variations	within	groups	are	typically	greater	than	variations	
among	groups



So	now	what?

• What	are	ways	we	can	help	our	students	to	function	
biculturally?

• What	are	ways	we	can	make	AC,	as	an	institution,	more	
bicultural?


